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FROM AGHA SAFDAR

Here are two beautiful letters1 from Agha Safdar showing how
the brave Punjabis are being hampered and tried and proving
themselves true, how the gallant Sikhs are defying the whole
strength of the Government stupidly directed against its erstwhile
noblest friends and supporters, and how all the Punjab leaders
are working with one mind and how they are all keeping an
unruffled temper in the midst of exceptional difficulty. But let the
great and good Agha Saheb speak for himself and his proud though
much afflicted Punjab :

. . . You must have learnt through the Associated Press the cir-
cumstances under which the arrests were made. Lalaji2 wished very
much to abide by your wishes and not court arrest, but it could not be
helped, and he, being the President of the Punjab Provincial Congress
Committee, could not stay away from the meeting. The meeting was
called immediately after the orders were passed stopping public meetings
and disbanding Volunteer Corps, . . .3 The District Magistrate stopped
the meeting labelling it as seditious, but as the order was illegal it was
decided not to obey it.

Lalaji, Santanam4, Gopichand5 and Lai Khan are now in the Central
Jail. They are happy and contented. Beddings and books were sup-
plied to them but they declined to take food from outside and are having
the jail food.

The case is coming up for hearing on 7th December and it is said
the trial is to take place under Sec, 145 I.P.C. . , .

1 Only excerpts reproduced here
2Lala Lajpat Rai (1865-1928); Nationalist leader of the Punjab
3 Following the  disturbances in Bombay  on November   17, 1921,  "Local
Governments were , . . informed that for the purpose of checking the increas-
ing volume of inflammatory speeches the application  of Seditious Meetings Act
. . . would be sanctioned . . . also . . .   Part II of the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act of 1908 should be vigorously employed for combating the illegal acti-
vities of volunteer associations, whose drilling, picketing and  intimidation  were
threatening peace of the country. . . . The Government of India . . . instruc-
ted the provincial administrations to deal promptly with incitements to violence,
to sedition, to the inception of civil disobedience." India in 1921-22
4 K. Santanam; politician and lawyer; Secretary of the Sub-Committee
appointed by the Congress to report on  the Punjab disorders of 1919
5 Dr.   Gopichand Bhargava (b, 1890); entered politics under Lala Lajpat
Rai; imprisoned during 1942-3; Chief Minister, Punjab